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Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director, /^^ yfe&**fc£i ^ /hfeC***"' 

!It is most reassuring to read and~ytew the efforts of your 

^Bureau as reported on media communications. I speak of 

operation ABSCAM. To know that these operations are designed to 
/remove or ethically sanction weak members of our representative 
^government through trial and House debate is truly comforting. 

It underscores my faith in The United States of America tw a pr 

society dedicated to responsible freedom and decision. 

;Each day, hard decisions face all members of our national legisla 
;These decisions are to be made by men beyond reproach and to 
.benefit the majority of Americans and not just the powerful few 
•groups which excerise temptation 1 the kind that people seem to 

want. 

■Thank you for your dedication toward supporting the backbone of 
\ our representstive government, ethics. I personally hope that 

•more operations are planned for the future iari effective program 
;|must continue. 

Thank you once again. 
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Director Wm. Webster 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D . C . 

Dear Mr. Webster, 

My congratulations to you and the FBI for operation 
jsting! Conduct more of these type operations — keep federal, 
istate & local officials in fear of being dishonestl 

I'm sure your agents can be careful to give oppor- - 
tunity — but not to coerce for entrapment — so that the 
officials have a free choice as to whether to take payments — 
to refuse them — or even to report the "offer" to the FBI. 

j, I urge that member of both parties be tested — so 
;that nobody can charge selective entrapment or partisan 
(politics. 

And I congratulate you on filming or video-taping 
'the activities so that nobody can say the witnesses are 
lying. 



Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 
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Judge William Webster, "Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Judge Webster: — — 

The media have brought me the results of the FBI's "high level sting operation" and 
I'l would like to make a few gratuitous professional comments, for what they are worth. 

I The country is suffering from, both, an attack of neurotic selfishness among the 

(population at large and an acceleration of crime. Many people are fond of pointing this out 
?but few point toward the country's leadership as the source of these trends. Moreover, some 
\ thirty years ago I met a member of the Mafia who stated very emphatically that much more 
money was illegally exchanged at government levels than in all of the country's professional 
criminal ventures. Since government officials are in a position to cover up most of their illicit 
! behavior it is not difficult to believe in the ice berg, theory. What I would 
'political power seekers as a group would take some space but it is obvious 
^scientists that political, criminal, and selfish intent overlap considerabl; 

I believe that the initiative which the FBI took in the sting operati 
behavior in politics, will give heart to that population sector which is not 
4 may start a process toward healing the nation's selfish/criminal illness 

t I hope that the initiative taken by the FBI iri this small group of singularities 1 

into an ongoing program of determination, strength, and vigor. Although the acts wh 
FBI will be bringing to prosecution are easy to prove there are many criminal malf^L-. 
government which are of enormous collective impact. They may presently be difficult to plrove 
"under criminal statute but even their exposure is valuable. Perhaps, also, the FBI wC ? be^ ible 
to develop methods by which many acts of criminal malfeasance can be prosecuted. £ J •--* 
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it I thank you in a personal sense also. 
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Director-FBI 
FBI Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

Congratulations to your agency on its superb work 
I' in the Abscam operation. 

My only question is "why did you stop"? The "*orea- 
aate" investigation was a whitewash and coverup. I am waiting 
for this new probe to become the same. 

Disgustedly, more than two-thirds of our elected 
Officials a?e cohorts in crime; and the percentage might 
>,even be higher. To get one is "to get them all . 

KPPD „D the good work and please don't let this 
: turn out ^be^ano^r bureaucratic shuffle with no definitive 
results. 

Very truly yours, 
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5 February 1980 



William Webster 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover F.B.I. Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



to- 



Dear Mr. Director! 



,^s^ 




Obviously, I know very little abow^tlve-ABSCAM inves- 
tigation. However, due to the noises which have been 
escaping from Congress since this news became public, 
I've felt that you and the Bureau may be in need of 
some public support. This may be considered my part. 

(JRecent history gives one the impression that "white- 
collar" crime pays very well, indeed. 

j[ Illegal activities by our lawmakers is not unusual 
1 news. Successful prosecution of these lawmakers, 
^however, is somewhat unusual. 

(jl wish you and your people the very best and I hope 
that the ABSCAM investigation results in justice for 
I the American people. 



Sincerely 
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Dear Mr. Webster, . 

This is the first letter I have ever written to 
I* a public official. 

I am writing you today because of the great job 
jyou are doing with the F.B.I. You have my admiration 
land respect. Don't give up the fight you have so 
^successfully started. 

I feel strongly about this. So many of our elected 
representatives are cheating us in so many ways, it is a 
■ disgrace and a great disappointment. People are losing faith 
and becoming apathetic. A "what's the use" attitude has been 
developing until you started this investigation and now I 
truly believe you will have the country behind you. 
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Good luck and God bless you and your wonderful group 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 
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P.S. Until recently I lived on Staten Island and I have 
seen plenty which bears investigating. 
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February 5, 1980 



William H. Webster 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Director: J ^ m *** 



?/)MJi) 




i I would like to express my congratulations and my 

.support for your efforts in this recent investigation of . 
jiU.S. Congressmen; the so-called 'sting' operation. I have 
long thought that the FBI had great potential for being 
used to repress views unpopular to those in power and while 
I am still in favor of imposing some additional checks and 
balances on the agency (so that its power can't be easily 
abused, as in the past) I think that these recent actions 
will go a long way towards restoring the credibility, 
impartiality and honor that the FBI has long been lacking. 



It's too bad that the news leaked out before 



could have been 
Once again, 



issued, 
congratulations, 



indictments 



well done!! 



v 



M 




Exec AD-liw. 


Exec. AD-Arfm. 


Free AMES , 


Awt mr; 


Adm. Senrt, . 


Crini. tar. 


Went 


IrrteH. 


Laboratory 


Le£2lCnun. „, I 


Plan & Irtsp 


Rcc. Mgnt 


Tech. Servs. _ j 
Training 



Public Affs. Off. ! 

Telephone flm. ; 

Director's Sec'y*-— ! 





P**^^^M MMu^wa ±^^^^^m 

b Fee-H-uso 



' 6 0MAY281980 



(fU 







r P. >W ■**"!" *'<" *" VWH i.-u *i.ufi i.4«H !*:•*■ -iVTf 



l ? l "t | - ^" ■ ■ , »p- "uj -■■■ — p i < J ** wmm» »w ■■! - ' ' ■■ 



- •% r-.rpf -■•* w ■ m. j ^ j _■ 



* 



w 



^ 




Nev 
Fe^5, 1980 



h 





/ ** ** «*• *? *„i ., 



Director of the F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 

' . i—k "" J '\ I ' ' ' '' ' 

r SLr:. " ' 

^gardtng the current bribery case nSW^lrrTront of the 
American people • I say CONGRATULATIONS to yon? and your 
people. Its about time someone took real Interest In 
, protecting the credlbllty of our government* My wife and 
j ^all on you to keep up the good work. Get rid of the 
1 crooks--and -'■repeat, crooks-- in congress. 
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,W^ have raised seven children and paldttjxes since 1936. 
|We want those taxes to go where they., should. Also, we 
I Americans want a honest congress that we can trust In al] 
I matters concerning the running ou r my country. Anyone wt 
profits wrongly deserves just what tnsg{ get... 



,f Again, we say, GOOD WORK AND KEEP GOING... 
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Webster: 



2-6-80 



Congratulations on your departments' work 
In uncovering another series of corruption scandals: 
in the House and Senate.-' ! 

Congratulations alsa that it won^t be 

necessary- for the, Ethica Committee far* both branches 

to. conduct trials and hearings' of ' their own over and 

above the. Justice Dapt.. Everyone- that is a sham and: 

morv a& less* a whitewash with no real penalities* 

Sob glad you are back, in. harness* after- 
the politicians almost emasculated FBX and the: CIA*. 
A/^i Now we. can apprehend some Rixss " " * 

^9^" Corrupt officials-corrupt unions-^- 
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ChieI Mr- William Webster 

FBI— Federal Bureau of Investigation 

9th street and Pa. Avenue- H..V- 

Washington,; 

D..C. personal— 20555 



'■■. US.P«tagelO 
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1 Well 



William Webster 

I am very pleased with your ABSCAM investigation. I would 
;like to urge you to prosecute to the fullest extent of 
=the law. I would however like to know why these people 
■were not arrested and subjected to the process of bail 
! like every other citizen, 

|I would also like to encourage you in your investigation 
of Senator Gannon of Nevada. 

I would also like to remind you that organized crime smuggles 
90% of it's heroin and cocaine into this country as raw and 
processed sugar thru the C&H Sugar Co of Martinez, California 
(Benicia) . 

{I would like to encourage you to step up your efforts 
| against organized crime. I believe you could be doing a lot 
more than you are doing. 

jl hope your recent activities indicate a more aggressive 
f attitude on the part of the F.B.I. 

I am beginning to have renewed faith in the talents of the 
{F.B.I, and yourself. I think you should make yourself and 
■ the Bureau more visible in the future. 

Thanking you 
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Mr. William Webster, 
Director of FBI 
Wash, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Webster, 

I Your organization has certainly sunk to a new all 
j time low in your entrapment of congressmen and others. Do 

you realize that in being a party to offering bribes you 

are equally guilty * 

Knowing the conservative stance of Cong. Richard Kelly, 
and possibly the other congressmen, your maneuver is purely 
political in attempting to alienate support from them. Your 
maneuver would have been unthinkable during Edgar Hoovers 
■administration, he would have been unalterably opposed to 
having his FBI organization used to wreak vengeance on 
■victims to to secure a political advantage over them. I , 
would wa<jer if it b*<5 been Claude Ropper or Sam Gibbons or< 
others of the same liberal stripe you would never have been 
motivated to move against them. You are a part of the elite 
forces who are strenuously attempting to socialize — 
communize our americans political system. 

Your actions in ABSCAM stinks to high heaven and you 
'are guilty of entrapment & bribery. 




May your soul rest in Hades, 
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Dear Sir: 



Director, FBI 
FBI Headquarters 
Washington, D. C. 

AiO /) f) OUTS IDE gQUBCg 

rublitb Ktsiini^ Re. PLs^mJ 

I should like to contribute a private citizen's thanks 
for the Bureau's investigation of Congressmen. I believe 
that this investigation required political courage and 
that it was in the behalf of better government. 

Jjl am also amused or alarmed at the way Congress has 
i attempted to turn your investigation of them into an 
^investigation of you. How fast they can act when their 
own skeletons are threatened! 

jit seems to me that what the FBI needs in this case is 
jthe service of a first-rate public-relations agency, 
ptheivise the dumb-dumbs, who do not understand the signif 
jcance of dishonest representatives-- opportunists and / A 
Ijdeceivers— will be "blaming" the FBI for one of its most' 
beneficial actions with regard to the democratic process^ 

^Congress has already been busy hamstringing you. You can't 
lafford to let them do more of it. The Lord alone knows 
■;what Congress would do if you were caught taking bribes, 
/though it is common, street knowledge that the Congress has 
•been doing this right along. 
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jjAs to the "methods" you used, I believe that it is obvious 
that no honest Congressman, obeying the law, had anything 
/to fear. And I have noted from the MacNeill-Lehrer Report 
/jthat whenever you could find an honest one, you gave w> 
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ABSCAM 






The Voice of the People 
Chicago Tribune 
Chicago, Illinois', 60611 

' JLcffcfif Urb i ng *i ha i ABSCAM » lik « Watergate, is fast becoming mm 
meSff 0l T^°i d :J ha * ks 1° an ^erkill by some segments of the news 
5 flrtm .5 w Wa ? hln g ton P°st, the American Civil Liberties Union 
iLACLU) and Walter Cronkite are leading the charge, hurling verbal 
brickbats at the FBI, accusing them in a familiar 'scenari? of abuses 
Po S ? tL^rrn 6 n ame °* entrapment. It is ironic I think that the 
Post, the ACLU, Cronkite and their ilk, while suggesting that the 

: victims of ABSCAM are being unfairly maligned ina trial by news 
media, are at the same time putting the FBI on trial in the media. 

j,I am confident that the majority of the American people agree that 
neither the victims of ABSCAM nor the FBI should be so maligned? 

In the last analysis, it boils down to a matter of accountability 
Fortunately, the law enforcement community in this country is 
rtl 1C J^ acc <>untable to our judicial system for all of its actions. 

thl ^± nC « C0 S e S t ?J by the , FBI in the ABSCAM investigation, and 
the manner in which it was collected, will eventually be scrutinized 
by an assortment of admissibility tests prescribed by the Federal 
£S!«,i2L Cri Si nal ?* ocedure before it can be used against a single 
defendant. The evidence must survive all of the pretrial motions 
an examination of the trial court and, ultimately, the appellatj ~* 
procedures. These procedures and others constitute full accoi 
bility by the FBI for its actions. 




To whom are the representatives of the news media accountable? 
I submit they should be accountable, in a democratic society Aonly 
HcrtZ rUth as characterized by objective and impartial report 
ABSCAM suggests that some elected officials and others may have 
been caught with their hands in the "cookie jar." Ultimately the 
admissibility^ the ABSCAM evidence will be^ested and perhaps 

^i? be ? h l \2 Ury * J . If the ABSCAM vi ctims feel they are being tried 
unfairly by the media, the press might be well advised to exlrcise 
some restraint and not to compound the problem, as some media 
representatives and the ACLU are doing by accusing the FBI of 
entrapment or unethical behavior, when these media representatives 
are not yet privy to any of the evidence or the details surrounding 
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Attorney-General Benjamin R. Civlletti 
Der>artrcent of Justice 
Washington, D.C. - . v ; 

Dear Mr. Civitotti: 1 ? 

Pui/JtL"^—-—. , — . 

(Recent public reports^oT federal Bureau of Investigation expl&its in the so-called . 

*"Abscam" affair leave me both incredulous and deeply disturbed. If the charges are 
true, they constitute a serious and confidence-shattering indictment of several 
of our elected officials. I am outraged by "influence peddling for cash" en- 
gaged in by public officials. Of course, such charges must be proved and past 
[Bureau allegations make me less than certain that they will hold up in an un- 
prejudiced court of law. ' ;'■;.' . ;.'' i 

Vfy letter, however, comes not to discuss the alleged crimes which have been de*' 
tailed in the press, Viy outrage today concerns the scandalous behavior of the A 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. (To be fair, I probably should say "the scan- \\ 
dalous behavior of some Bureau personnel or units* but, unless those persons or JN 
;i.units are properly and publicly identified, reprimanded and punished, the whole "XL 
•Bureau stands condemned.) ^ 

:The Bureau's methods seem to me to be clearly illegal "entrapment," worthy of 
jjthe worst of the McCarthy era's belief that our government organs need to be 
M illegal and unfair to fight illegality and unfairness. The American Civil 
Herties Union seems to be entirely correct in Its allegations of entrapment 

'affair in question. ,.., ."■■ :, ' ■ <?■ ...-." r\ -**■■ * :■;..' . 

jFurther, the trial by press, the divulging of investigatory information to the 
ipubllc media, reminds me of the F.B.I, excesses during the latter years of the 
'(j. Edgar Hoover suzerainty. Those days were often marked by what appeared to be 
a greater concern for the welfare, reputation and public adulation of the Bureau 
than with any regard for the best interests of the country and the protection of 
the United States principles of justice such at? "innocent until proven guilty." 
I am, indeed, outraged at the "trial by press." Our traditions and laws do not v 
grant the Bureau any such right even in th$ face of the acknowledged reluctance^ 
of the legislative bodies to police their bwp members or to guarantee that theyx 
behave legally and ethically. ,--..-• ■*%<■+:■ \ - > T * \ -r .'^/%^ \A : iVl : ^^- ,: . 
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{Elected officials are tierribly ; vulnerable %o pmto^cly aired allegations as Sen- 
ator Joseph R. McCarthy so ably "fllust rat e^. A-^l^tician^s .career can be * 
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[I find it more than coincidental that many of the best legal minds join many 
political thinkers and writers of both liberal and conservative persuasions in 
being terribly upset at the Bureau 1 s behavior in this case. None are condoning 
the alleged actions of public officials but that is not the primary issue here. 
The reputation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation is at stake. We had thought 
the "we are above the law" and the character assassination programs of the latter 
Hoover days, illustrated by the director's vendettas against such people as Dr. 
,;Kartin Luther King, Jr., were over and gone. Is our F.B.I, returning to that 
i triumphal era? If so, fair-minded, thinking citizens, aommit ted to United States ., 
i constitutional democracy must Judge that the Bureau is again becoming one of the/ 
J more serious threats to our national security and democracy./ .•.*. /' "... / * 

jll hope my fears are unduly exaggerated* The reputation of the Federal Bureau of 
[Investigation and the Department of Justice are at Stake. I would appreciate 
J whatever you can tell me to explain what has happened and to assure me, with .""',.„. 
1 specif id and concrete actions rather than glib, general words, that the Bureau - 
(is going to operate within the legal and judicial restraints of our American 
constitutional democratic system. ,*, - : 



Very truly yours, 



ccs: Director William H. Webster 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Senator H^r**^ w.llianja . 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 
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Mr. William H. Webster 

Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

J. Edgar Hoover Building 

10th and Pennsylvania Avemie 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Re: Abscam: Arab Scam 

Dear Mr. Webster: 




*f It is indeed gratifying to see an official of your stature stand 
i what is right in our country. I f m sure the pressures placed upoi 



right in our country 
U of f ices must be great indeed. 



But don't 



pre 
let the 



up for 
placed upon your 
Bureaucrats get the 



best of you in the pursuit of honest and integrity in Government. 

I am but one of the so-called silent majority who is firmly convino 

if our great nation is to survive, any method necessary must be empl 

to ferret out possible criminal activity in government. Keep up the goa 

,-work — the American public can certainly be proud of you and your dedicated 

' employees. 

Your 8 very truly, 
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cc: The Honorable Jimmy Carter 

President of the United States 
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WILLIAM WEBSTER/ DIRECTOR /I 

WASHDC 
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YOU HAVE PUBLIC SUPPORT IN YOUR ABSCAN INV£STl&%TfQfcU-PLEASE DO NOT 

be iflTi^iimiii.;; ev t;;e congress wanting to investigate themselves. 
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Mr. Walter Cronkite 
Senator Adlai Stevenson 

Gentlemen: 



ii 



I am perplexed by your attacks on the FBI in connection with the 
recent ABSCAM disclosures. 

Mr. Cronkite: If you are really that concerned with fairness and 
the civil rights of those exposed, I'm surprised you have chosen 
not to speak out earlier against the truly questionable tactics / 
employed by your own network's 60 Minutes people in their frequent 
expose 1 segments. / 

Senator Stevenson: Where was your stinging rebuke against the * 
Chicago Sun Times and the BGA when they proved, through their Mira 
Bar disguise, that Chicago city inspectors were on the take? / 

The citizenry of this country have little enough protection against 
dishonest public servants as it is, gentlemen, without your irjfluenti 
voices being raised in a questionable defense of their constitutional 
rights when they do get caught. / 




al 



Could it be that your rightenous anger surfaces only when your friends 
become the targets? 
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Mr. B. CifNULU, Attorney Ge. 
Mr. W. Webster, D1 rectpivFBl 
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Kepresentative nary Kose Oakar 
House of Kepresentatives 
Washington, D.U. 20505 

Dear Representative Oakar: 

1 read where you consider #JSI agents posing 
as rich Arabs was an ethnic slur to Arab- 



/In' your letter you state that -black, native. 
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(Jewish, Japanese, Polish, Italian and Hispanic 
Americans have worn scars of false stereotype 
and subtle prejudice. Ve must not forget 
that just plain Americans were called "ugly 
Americans" all over the world in the countries 
where these Americans came from. 



[Arabs because of the wealth from their oil 
are naturally associated with plenty of moneys 

| I think it is a compliment to America that 
some Arabs would like to come to a freedom. 

lloving country (even if it takes money) and 
also a compliment that Arabs are rich. 

iVhen are the members of Congress going to halt 
| this seperation of Americans by placing so 
much emphasis on their ethnic backgrounds. 

-When the playing of the Star Spangled Banner 
I brings at least a slight thrill to a persons* 

heart maybe even aliens and illegal aliens 

will become just plain Americans. 

[} I think the *BI has done a seal service for 
1 the honest "Servants of the people 
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No honest Legislator canTJfe 
CASH, that»s a bribe. 
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ps Copy .to: PBI Director William Webster 
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Dear Sir, 
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It was no surprise to read about the! 
bribing of politicians as I am sure it has 
been going on for a long time. I am glad 
the FBI did a good job In bringing this news 
out to the public. We hope they will be 
brought to justice like everyone else. We 
put our trust in these people by voting for 
them only to find out they are not doing a 
honest job. Their greed overpowers them. 
There is no excuse for such behavior, so 
iCiviletti should do h^s^jflh^^^B^^ _ . / 

7i 
A Concerned citizen 
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Dear Sir — 

With regard to all the "heros" who say the FBI 
approached them and they "refused," it is sincerely hoped 
that you will expose them if they are lying — pro or con. 
New Jersey pols seem to make mileage on either side of 
any issue, and we are tired of it. Sick and tiredl 

The comments in^ g about the hopes of a 
local investigation would have done your heart good. We 
are in the grip of a small group of the kind of people who 
do not waste their time unless "big bucks" are involved. 

By and large, people love Abscam . Congratulations, 
and we deeply hope it is only the beginning! 
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Sincerely, 
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Judge William H. Webster 
Director Of The FBI 
Department Of Justice 
Washington, D.C* 20535 

Dear Sin 

The following is an old saying that in the thirties was quite prevalent 
among people in show business; 11 Successful Performers usually know howfc> 
their work looks from the front*" X am » indeed, happy to say that sinirw 
you became the director of the FBI , the commendable work of your staf: 
looks mighty good from the f*ont# COHGRATULATIOHS! 

Be assured » kind Sir* 1*11 be even more happy if one or mo^r"of*>our tin 
staff exposes the scum whose ill-advised and illicit conspiracies jre** 11 ^ 
in my wife's deatn » and caused many other irreperaole lf»$es/tfk .devo&3re~ 
upon me. 

Be further assured that I stand ready , willing » aole andjaitxldtfs to re 
to any questions anenx the above well attested to and equally-~well reco 
charges. 

.{With kindest thoughts and every good wish for your continued success in - v 
;jbringing to light the nefarious machinations of some of our alleged "pillars 
'{of our society," Z shall close and look forward in the fervent hope that 
jat long long last the FBI will be so kind as to do for te what realty should 
'have been done thirty years ago* : 
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Mr. William We"bster - Director 

FBI 

J. Edgar Hoover Building 

Washington, D.C. 

■ 
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Dear Siri v. 

Thank y<ni for paving the guts to expose the bribery 
'of our elected officials. This has concerned ae for 






It threatens the very foundation of our 



,'many years, 
democracy. 

I had given up all hope of ever seeing a change 
; since our congress has the power to pass laws putting^ 
'themselves above the law. And this they have done. 

It will be interesting, but nauseating, to 
how the ethics committees work to sweep this un< 
!rug I can only hope that your cases are solid? enough 
to get convictions. 

Convictions alone will not stop the practice, however. 
lonl^'the constant vigilance of honorable men like yourself 
I will keep it in check. 

Thank you and may God stay by your side. 
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cci President Carter 
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jil'VE JUST FINISHED READING AN ARTICLE WHERE 2a MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
|HAVE CALLED IN THE FBI TO APOLOGIZE PUBLICLY FOR THEIR ARAB 
IMPERSONATION I HOPE THAT I COULO RECEIVE A COPY OF THE NAMES OF 
jiTHOSE LAW MAKERS OBVIOUSLY YOUR STAYING OPERATIONS HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT 
,{ A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF HEAT ON PEOPLE WHO CAN'T SEEM TO STAND 1H{ 
FIRE I JUST WANTED YOUR AGENCY TO KNOW THAT I'M ONE CITIZEN W* 
SUPPORTS YOUR EFFORT S AND LET THE CHIPS FALL WHERE THEY MAY 
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Feb 9, 1980 



Director Wm. Webster 
Wash. D.C. 

Dear Director: 

Well the "sting" perpetrator is known. Just a 
shyster Jew with a criminal background and close ties to 
the underworld and a grudge against Eastern Law-makers 
and the owners of the Atlantic City Casino used you and 
your men and Taxpayers money to get even, 

r Why don't you investigate Las Vegas where it is known 
jithe owners are Mafia members. When I first heard about the 
j "sting" I thought right away of Jewish involvement because 
I they tried to make the Arabs look bad but I didn't believe, 
jthe Israeli Lobby in Washington that controls the voting of 
inost of the members on the Foreign relations committee in 
;favor of Israel, would have the clout to dictate to the 
j'F. B.I.I You helped one vicious minded scoundrel to ruin 
i the names of a lot of good men and used your Department 
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and Tax Payers dollars to do it. You should be fired. 

Sincerely 




)/ 






A concerned "old lady" who is sorry she thought it might 
be a "Republican" dirty trick. God help the Palestinians 
who are under the Israeli heel. 
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The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

; Be advised that many people who will not take the time 

■to write a letter are rejoicing in the knowledge that the FBI is 
:jin the process of identifying our elected representatives who are 
bribe-taking, worthless bvmeO H I . j Q , ^ tn > I 
f I have no doubt that the evidence developed by the 

/Bureau is damning, and conclusive as a fish in the milk. Let 
.- congratulate your staff for refusing to release your evidential 
: material to the Ho.se "Ethics" Committee, a move which would have 
•been similar to dropping it into a bottomless political pit.. 
, Adlai Stevenson stated in a widely televised 

interview this week that his Congressional colleagues were ^g 
^•harassed", "singled-out" and otherwise oppressed by this invest- 
•jigation. It was hard to trust my eyes and ears! This is the son 
'of one of a very distinguished statesman from Illinois, my state! 



t 



This letter is meant to convey to you two messages:' 
(1) Hooray for you for turning over these rocksg ? 
$2) Keep it up! ■*\ • § '* 



CC: Washington POST 
New York TIMES 
Chicago TRIBUNE 
Miami HERALD 
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Judge William Webster 

Director * " " 

J. Edgar Hoover Building 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Judge Webster: 

jl don't often write anyone, let alone someone I haven't 
jmet, but I feel compelled to on this Abscam stuff. I'm 
| sure you're not pleased with it, but your reasons for dis- 
pleasure may be different than mine, so I'm writing. 

[It may very well turn out to be acceptable to me (the leaks 
i; don't help my peace of mind), but the aims of the program 
!bother me. It almost seems it was just aimed at general 
human weakness rather than serious public vice. It appears 
you fellows just decided to try to see who can withstand or 
■succumb to some fast cash. Some call this entrapment, but I 
'call it scarey. I'm sure I did 100 illegal things last year, 
ijbut since most of them are in the jay .walking category, I 
jreally don't worry. This Abscam thing almost makes me feel 
jsome paranoia and worry: is someone out there watching? I'm 
Sure it's foolish, but it's not a good feeling to give the 
jcountry again. I hope I'm wrong about motives, or, if I'm 
(Correct, that you change such programs. 

jJust one more comment, and that is that while I've heard 
'some say the program may irrepairably damage the Congressmen's 
fcareers, I'm afraid the opposite is true: you may have insured 
v their reelection by cauing sympathy. This would be unfortunate 
if they really are crooks. 



Good luck throughout it all. 



/s/ 



COPY : aga 




Yours truly, 



\a 



/ 



p* 






k 



H 



r-Tsr-v^Tc^-; 



• 



y 



■J 



.1 



p 



2) 




■*\B ^New Jersey 

^Bniary 11, 1980 







Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania^ Avenue / 
Washington, D.C. 0/)/ (w 

Dear Mr. Webster: 



^IFor what it*s worth, here is one citizen who supports whole- 
heartedly your recent "Abscajn" investigations. 

,j I feel that public servants have a public trust to uphold and 
' extreme vigilance is required to ferret out malfeasance. 

i I certainly hope that Congress, as a whole, will coifcinue to 
(■ support the FBI. 



cc: Sen. Bradley and Villians 
Cong. Hughes 
Aryeh Neier, Exec VP, ACLU 
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February 11, 1980 



Mr. William Webster 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigatio 

FBI Building 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Webster: 
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,1 Allow me to congratulate your department on the recently disclosed 
,l Abscam H and "Brilab 11 operations instituted by your department. As long 
■as these, and other undercover operations, are carried out meticulously 
/to make sure entrapment is avoided, I believe local public officials such 
/■as myself, and citizens throughout the United States applaud these types 
iof operations as being most effective tools used in fighting political 
^corruption and organized crime. 

It is indeed my hope that no Congressional moves will be exercised 
J to curtail the FBI's undercover operations. Congratulations should go to 
!your department. 

Very truly yours. 



c: Senator Birch Bayh 
Senator Richard Lugar 
Representative John Myers 
U.S. Attorney Virginia D. McCarty 
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Mr. William H. Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Washington, D. C 



Dear M r. 



'ifiksj* 



frO* 



J&s 




f If ^ , * ,~ 

7f -'■LSfj/ff 



' > t^*3&Z&~?< rr . 



I have been reading with considerable interest of your campaign 
on the assorted greedy gove rment officials who fell into your trap. 
Congratulations, you have done a fine service for the public and while 
those who were caught will scream foul and demand their day in court' 
the simple fact is that they were on the take and they deserve whatever 
(they reap from their greed. 

Regardless of what the various lawyers, defendants, sob sisters claim 
the F. B. I. does have a good image in the eyes of the people and they 
deserve a pat on the back for their good work. That a man like Harriso 
^Williams would be so greedy for more money that he would sell out 



the people who placed him into office and paid his good salary just doe& 
jnot make good sens e. How much money does a man have to have ^RtiThow 
Iwill he go to satisfy his greedy hunger. The answer lies in yo 
jthe foolish actions those who were placed in a position of trus 
publi c. 




ipr 



il do fear that your good work will suffer by foot dragging, by 
Ion the part of higher ups , by the delaying actions of the lawyers 
'courts with endless reams of motions to delay ju sti ce. Try and uphold 
! the public on this issue and you will gain thanks that will last much 
longer than any money that the culprits would have gained. 



fi>es~ansL 

y\ the {'i§ 



ii 



I do hope that you can find some way to extend my thanks for a job well done 
to your field men for thi er successful efforts. 
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Members of the Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 



Members of the House of Repri 
Washington, D. C. 20515 



Gentlemen: 



*/?".£/^ /:^/rr^:A^ ^//^v//o 



Exec AO Inv. — 

Exec AO Adm. 

Ex.c AO LES _ 
A$$t. Oil.: 
Adm. Servt. — 

Cri». Inv 

loW 

Intell 



Labor otory 

Legol Cown. 

Plon. & Insp. . 

Rec.Mgfit 

Teen. S«rvs. _ 

Troining 

Public k\h. OH. - 
Telephone Rm. . 
Director's Sec'y _ 




I have read with great interest the recent newspaper 
accounts of the "ABSCAM" investigation, conducted by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and, more than that, selected 
■comments pertaining to the investigation as enunciated by 
several members of the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives. As a citizen of these United States and a 
member of the American public, I think it is time that this 
matter be put into perspective with reference to middle class 
America. 

It is our sincere hope that our elected representatives 
in Congress will be, like Caesar's wife, "above reproach". I 
have observed with increasing distress comments of certain 
members of our legislative representative body condemning the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for conducting what appears to 
]be a very successful investigation involving bribery and 
(corruption with reference to our elected representatives and 
■which may result in further judicial proceedings. 

( The Federal Bureau of Investigation is, by law, charged 
with the investigation of crimes against the laws of the United 
States. I know of no federal law that exempts Congress from 
obedience to the laws of the United States and if members of 
Congress violate those laws, they deserve to be brought 
justice. £,;=?._ y- W /_ 

, I believe that it is time to put this matter in£8 pe!±H- 10 1980 
spective. At the time of Watergate, Congress was most vocij- 
ferous in endeavoring to bring the judicial arm of our govern^* 
ment to the bar of justice and I believe it only fair that 
Congress should, at this time, commit itself to the doctrine 
that it must clean/its own house. ; Jv ---.... — _ 

/ . l -" '* *""■ " : ■'-■- : - " r "-'~-" v " -'' ■'---- 

Hon. William H, Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20535 
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Members of the Senate 

Members of the House of Representatives 

February 11, 1980 

Page Two I 

( This government of ours, if it is to survive, requires 
!a sincere dedication on the part of our elected representatives . ■ 
to the basic tenets of integrity and justice. I do not believe r 
that justice can be served on the basis of favoritism or privi- 
lege. More than that, it is time that the investigative arm, j 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, was given credence for ! 
doing the job it was designed to do. j 

All of you gentlemen would be the first to agree that i 

if the Federal Bureau of Investigation had conducted a similar 
((investigation of the executive arm of government, Cabinet offi- I 

Sjcials, members of State government, or for that matter, middle ! 

jjclass America, that their efforts would be salutary. My ques- 
tion is why do you wish to be exempt? 



I know that we, as Americans, seek integrity in our 
governm 
require 
I 



government. You owe to your electors that responsibility 



required of you by the United States Constitution. I suggest 
you remember that fact. 



Never in my memory has the public opinion of the Congress 
of the United States been so low. I believe that it is time , 
for you gentlemen to correct your image in the eyes of the * ^ (# 
American people. |^ 




cc: Editor, Washington Post 

Hon. William H. Webster, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Hon. Benjamin Civiletti 

Attorney General of the United States 
Chicago Tribune 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Time Magazine 
Newsweek , Inc . 
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